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Ambassadors & Bridge Builders International (ABBI) is
committed to ending the unnecessary suffering caused by
ignorance and misinformation about sexual orientation and

gender identity. Our mission is to create understanding,
acceptance and a better world for LGBTQ (lesbian, gau,
bisexual. transgender, queer) people. We do this by
empowering community members, providing education and
resources, building bridges with Christian leaders, organisations
and churches, and utilising media/social networking
oppoertunities.
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BN Executive Summary I

Over the past 18 months, Ambassadors & Bridge Builders International (ABBI) has
continued to work at the intersection of advocacy, education, policy reform, and lived
experience.

Grounded in a bridge-building approach, this period has been marked by sustained
activity, deepening relationships, and meaningful contributions to cultural and
legislative change—most notably the banning of LGBTQ conversion practices in New
South Wales.

« ABC Compass

o Public education continued to expand ABBI's reach. Filming began in February
2025 for this highly respected program was completed in December, The
program is scheduled to qir nationally on Sunday, 29 March 2026, and later
streamed on ABC iView.

o The program represents both a capstone moment of long-term advocacy
and a significant opportunity to deepen public understanding through national
broadcast. (more details below)

« Consistent mission activity

o Between July 2024 and December 2025, ABBI recorded 360 mission-related
activities, averaging approximately 20 actions per month.

o This work included policy consultation and advisory input, conference
presentations, survivor support, training and sector engagement, media
participation, and ongoing public education through blogs, newsletters, and
videos.

« Ending the harm, creating a better future

o A defining moment during this period was ABBI's multi-layered involvement in
the NSW ban on conversion practices. ABBI acted as a key contributor and
advisor, brought lived-experience insight into policy discussions, and
supported survivors through the initial consultation process.

o Delivering the opening speech at the official launch at the New South Wales
Parliament House of the ban was both a personal and professional honour,
and a reflection of the trust built through years of consistent, credible
advocacy.

o This reform represents not only legislative change but a broader cultural shift
towards recognising harm, listening to survivors, and committing to
prevention.
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BN Executive Summary I

« Changing hearts and minds.

o ABBI's thought leadership was further strengthened through national
conference engagement. Presentations at the LGBTIQA+ Leadership Summit
and the Pride in Diversity Conference addressed complex and often
overlooked experiences—particularly those of LGBTQ+ people of faith and
from faith backgrounds.

o Drawing on 25 years of advocacy, these sessions offered practical insights
into what creates lasting change, while reinforcing ABBI’s role as a trusted
voice across communities too often seen as incompatible.

« Support and safety for conversion “therapy” survivors.

o Recognising that legislation alone does not end harm, ABBI also established a
private Facebook group for Australian and New Zealand conversion
“therapy” survivors, providing a safe, confidential space for connection,
support, and access to information.

o This initiative reflects ABBI's ongoing commitment to care beyond policy
reform.

Looking ahead, ABBI will continue to focus on post-legislative engagement, training
and education, survivor support, and organisational sustainability. ABBI's
independence—central to its credibility—is made possible through the support of
individuals who believe this work matters and choose to walk alongside it.

g N

"when | met Anthony some years ago, | was in a long-term marriage and also an
elder in a conservative Presbyterian church. Well a lot has changed, and | am no
longer in denial or hiding. Unfortunately, | had to leave a well-meaning but
homophobic church community.

| shudder to think though how my future would have turned out without
Anthony’s guidance, support and information.

| am very pleased to be a regular supporter of Ambassadors & Bridge Builders

International as a way of giving back. Through personal experience, | know how

vital ABBI's work is. I'd encourage others who have been helped to do the same."”
- David
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I Community Engagement I

Mission Delivery at a Glance

Between July 2024 and December 2025, ABBI recorded 360 distinct mission-related
activities, averaging approximately 20 actions per month across advocacy,
education, content creation, support services, training, and sector engagement.

These activities included:

¢ Policy consultation and advisory work

« Conference presentations and keynote addresses

« Survivor support and counselling

e Training and sector capacity-building

e Media engagement and public education

¢« Ongoing communication through blogs, newsletters, and videos

ABBI's work throughout this period remained intentionally relational, values-driven,
and grounded in lived experience.
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I Community Engagement I

Media & Public Education: ABC Compass

Filming began in February 2025 for an
upcoming episode and was completed in
November 2025 for ABC Compass. The
program is scheduled to ¢ir nationally on
Sunday, March 29, at 6:30 pm.

The program, produced by ABC's Noel
Debien, explores the personal and public
dimensions of this advocacy—examining
harm, resilience, family impact, and the long
road to reform.

The episode features:

Alex Greenwich MP

My daughters, Rebekah and Hannah

* Conversion “therapy” survivor Andrew Sloan
Myself (of course)

It will be broadcast nationally on ABC television on Sunday 29 March and made available
for ongoing streaming via ABC iView, extending its reach well beyond the initial broadcast.

Program description as provided by the ABC

“After his turbulent coming out described in his book “A Life of Unlearning”, former Assemblies
of God preacher Anthony Venn-Brown has spent the greater part of his professional life
meeting behind the scenes with church leaders and religious conservatives. He listens,
engages, persuades and explains why he believes churches can and should be affirming of
their LGBTQ members.

His calm and methodical approach has seen him pursue law reform on LGBTQ conversion
therapy, the Conversion Practices Ban Act 2024). Through his ABBI crganisation, he now
promotes “Informed, intelligent, respectful and creative dialogue. He's now part of the process
of bedding down the implications and effects of the new NSW legislation, despite a sudden
paolitical shift in the USA and parts of the Western World against inclusivity.”
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B Conferences & Presentations N

LGBTIQA+ Leadership Summit

What 25 Years of LGBTIQA+ Advocacy
Taught Me

At the LGBTIQA+ Leadership Summit, |
shared reflections drawn from 25 years
of advocacy at the intersection of faith,
identity, and human rights.

The session traced a journey from life as
a closeted, high-profile Pentecostal
preacher to becoming a nationally
recognised LGBTIQA+ changemaker.

The presentation explored what
genuinely creates change—and what
does not—including confronting religious
conservatism through dialogue and
bridge-building, supporting survivors of
harm, and contributing to legislative
reform such as the banning of
conversion practices.

Using real-world examples and proven
strategies, the session highlighted how
sustained advocacy, credibility, and
relationship-building can lead to lasting
impact.

( -

“Total fan girling at a presentation by
@gayambassador whose book, A Life of Unlearning, A LIFE OF
got handed arocund my very religious family after | UN LKEAR N
came out as a way for them to understand. They're
good now. | totally credit Anthony. @queerank on X
(formerly Twitter)




B Conferences & Presentations N

IN PRACTICE

Qe

s

Pride in Practice Conference

What'’s Faith Got To Do With It?

At the Pride in Practice Conference in Practical insights were offered to
Melbourne, | addressed the often- organisations, allies, and colleagues on
overlooked experiences of LGBTQ+ how to create genuinely safe and
people of faith and those from faith affirming spaces where LGBTQ+ people
backgrounds. of faith can live authentically and thrive.
While intersectionality is frequently This work reinforces ABBI's role in
discussed, this cohort remains under- bridging communities that are too often
recognised despite facing distinct positioned as irreconcilable.

challenges shaped by belief, culture,
family, and community.

The presentation challenged the
assumption that faith and LGBTQ+
identity are inherently incompatible,
acknowledging both the harm and the
enduring influence faith can have—even
after individuals step away from
religious environments.
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B Conferences & Presentations N

NSW Ban on Conversion Practices

A Landmark Reform

One of the most significant
developments during this reporting
period was the introduction of legislation
banning conversion practices in New
South Wales and the Anti-Discrimination
NSW program to support the legislation.

ABBI played a multi-layered role
throughout this process, including:
* Acting as a key contributor and
advisor
* Providing a lived-experience
perspective that informed policy
discussions
* Facilitating and supporting
survivors during the initial
consultation process
e Engaging constructively with
government, regulators, and sector
stakeholders

It was a profound honour to deliver the
opening speech at the official launch
of the NSW ban—an acknowledgment
of both lived experience and the trust
ABBI has built through years of
consistent, credible engagement.

This reform represents more than
legislation. It reflects a growing cultural
recognition of harm, a willingness to
listen to survivors, and a commitment to
prevention and accountability.
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B Conferences & Presentations N

Supporting Survivors
Beyond Legislation

While certain conversion
“therapy” activities are now
banned in NSW, Queensland,
Victoria, the ACT, and South
Australia, the impact on survivors
does not end with legislation.

Many people are still carrying the
effects of past harm and are only
now discovering they are not
alone.

As much as we'd like to believe
that these laws will change
everything; legislation doesn’t
change deeply entrenched
beliefs.

In response, ABBI has established
a private Facebook group for
Australian and New Zealand
conversion “therapy” survivors.

This group provides a safe,
moderated space for survivors of
so-called “ex-gay”, reparative, or
conversion therapies to connect,
share experiences, access
relevant information, and support
one another.

...:..
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Australian & New Zealand

CONVERSION
STHERAPY”

&3 PRIVATE GROUP

Ambassadors & Bridge Builders International

Survivors have experienced harm through:

* Formal programs (such as Living Waters, Liberty,
Exodus, Courage, and others)

¢ Counselling or therapeutic settings

* Religious or faith-community contexts

This initiative is an extension of ABBI's survivor-centred

advocacy and reflects an ongoing commitment to care,
connection, and recovery beyond policy reform.

11



B Communications Reach & Engagement I

Communications Reach
& Engagement

During the reporting period, ABBI
produced over 70 communications
outputs, including blogs, newsletters, and
videos.

Where metrics were recorded, this
content generoted:

* 14,000+ recorded newsletter opens

* 700+ recorded blog shares

e 5900+ views on our YouTube
Channel

These figures represent minimums, as
not all engagement was logged.

Every open, view, and share represents
someone seeking understanding,
affirmation, or hope.

¢ The most popular newsletter was
about Charlie Kirk

* ABBI's articles and resources on our
website had 62.2K views during this
reporting period.

* The most popular video on our
Gayambassador YouTube channel
was Honey I'm Gay - being gay.ina
heterosexual marriage
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Why ABBI’s work matters

Stories like Joe’s below reflect the quieter,
long-term impact of ABBI's work, an impact
that often occurs well before people feel
safe enough to speak, seek support, or
advocate for change themselves.

(

“While | was attending a Pentecostal Bible College in Sydney, | watched a video
interview with you. It had a massive impact on my faith and life. It gave me
permission to question what I'd been taught my whole life, about sexuality and
other topics.

It wasn’t even the theological discussion that did it for me. It was the integrity with
which you spoke and carried yourself that sparked the now quite obvious
realisation that someone can be gay and still be a person of faith and who are any
of us to question that?

Not long after this, several of my church friends that | grew up with came out, and
| had to reach out and make some apologies for comments I'd made in my
younger years. | know for a fact that there were others in my class who came to
similar conclusions.

Thank you, not only for your authenticity, but for the way you share truths that
break through preconceived ideas and misconceptions.”

— Joe Macleod




What’s Next? IR

Looking Ahead

As ABBI moves forward, priorities include:

[ Ongoing engagement following
\ | legislative reform

Expanding training and
education opportunities

Supporting survivors in the post-
ban landscape and continue

awareness raising

Strengthening organisational
sustainability and independence

abbT o 14
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Critical Needs

Training

You would have noticed that certain television programs or news items included a
graphic encouraging people who've been impacted by the content to contact various
organisations such as Lifeline or Beyond Blue for help and support. | often wonder if
those organisations telephone counsellors have any understanding or even training in the
complexities of faith for LGBTQ people.

LGBTQ people from faith backgrounds sit at one of the most dangerous intersections in
our community—where identity, belief, and trauma collide. Research shows significantly
higher rates of anxiety, depression, and suicidality, yet their experiences are frequently
misunderstood or minimised.

Every LGBTQ organisation that works face to face with LGBTQ people should be trained
in this area. And so should every social worker, mental health professional, school
counsellor, chaplain, telephone counsellor, church and healthcare and youth worker.

ABBI pioneered this training from working ' ™\
with thousands of individuals from faith
backgrounds and over 4000 conversion
“therapy” survivors.

“As an LGBTQ counsellor who is a non-
religious atheist, it is challenging at
times to work through the issues faced
by LGBTQ clients from faith

Last year we provided training for Anti- backgrounds.

Discrimination NSW, and ACON and
Twentyl0 have booked staff seminars to be
held shortly.

This was the best seminar | have ever
attended about this. Actually, it is the
only one I’'ve attended. | have never
come across another.

This year we will focus on training in these
key areas, with relevant groups and
organisations.

| have definitely walked away with
deeper insights, concepts and practical
processes | can use in sessions with
clients. Anthony’s lived experience and

Find out more about LGBTQ People from the many examples of people he has

Faith Backgrounds and Conversion
“Therapy”. Contact info@abbi.org.au for
more information and discuss your
organisation’s needs.
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worked with created a depth of
understanding I’'ve not had before.

I’'m sure that all LGBTQ therapists and
counsellors would benefit from this
vnique seminar as | have.”




I What’s Next? Il

Critical Needs

Data
Another critical need is dato.

The most vulnerable LGBTQ people are in non-affirming churches, synagogues, and
mosques. History tells us that non-affirming spaces are places of harm for LGBTQ
people including mental health issues, PTSD, depression, thoughts of suicide, and
attempts.

While lived experience gives voice to harm, research data establishes scope, patterns,
and impact.

Without reliable data, harm remains anecdotal; with data, it becomes visible, measurable,
and actionable. Systematic data collection is therefore essential to understanding the
prevalence, nature, and consequences of harm, and to informing effective responses and
funding.

Meaningful and lasting change is limited by what remains unmeasured.

Specific data on LGBTQ people from faith backgrounds compared to LGBTQ non-
faith people is sadly lacking.

Academics and researchers regularly consider variables like ethnicity, family, education,
etc. but rarely include faith background or identity. And if they do, it is often a simple
question that doesn’t give the data we really need.

Research with LGBTQ people from faith backgrounds and survivors of conversion
practices must examine not only identity and harm, but the religious contexts in which
harm occurred, the psychological and spiritual impacts of those practices, barriers to
support, and the survivor-identified pathways to healing, accountability, and prevention.

Contact info@abbi.org.au if you are doing research with LGBTQ people.
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K

Critical Needs
Monitoring new conversion “therapy” groups

Recent legislative reforms, while essential, will never fully eradicate efforts within some
religious spaces to reject, suppress, or attempt to change a person’s LGBTQ identity.
Laws can restrict practices; they do not transform beliefs.

When Exodus International finally closed its doors in 2013—after nearly four decades of
misinformation and profound harm—many of us hoped that sustained advocacy,
expasure, and survivor testimony had brought that chapter to an end. It hadn’t.

History reminds us that when belief systems remain unchallenged, harmful ideas simply
re-emerge under new branding. From the soil of religious ignorance, the weeds grow
back, And they already have.

One such re-emergence is The Changed Movement, a highly polished ministry with more
than 13,600 Instagram followers. It is based within Bethel Church, a global megachurch in
Redding, California, with approximately 842,000 Instagram followers. Like Hillsong, Bethel
has built an international profile through popular worship music and an expanding
network of church plants across the United States and overseas including its most recent
plant in the western suburbs of Sydneu.

The Changed Movement is a slick, media-savvy operation. Through carefully curated
language and visual branding, it can initially appear affirming, leading some to assume it
is supportive of LGBTQ people.

It is not. Its central message is that people do not have to be LGBTQ, and its foundational
theology mirrors the same ex-gay, reparative, and conversion-based ideologies that
caused widespread harm for decades.

ABBI will continue to closely monitor the activities of the new Bethel Sydney church plant.

Should attempts be made to introduce The Changed Movement or similar ministries in
New South Wales, they would fall foul of current legislation and be unlawful.

The lesson remains unchanged: legislation is vital—but belief change is the real work. And
that work is far from finished.
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I A Personal Invitation

For more than two decades, I've worked at the intersection of faith, sexuality, and gender—
often in spaces where no roadmap existed and few were willing to go. Long before these
conversations entered the mainstream, this work was shaped by lived experience and
informed by survivors themselves.

It began with listening, truth-telling, and a commitment to challenge harmful narratives while
creating pathways toward safety, dignity, and understanding.

Over time, this pioneering approach has delivered sustained impact. ABBI's advocacy,
education, and resources have reached thousands of individuals, service providers, faith
leaders, and institutions in Australia and internationally.

The outcomes are rarely immediate, but they endure: lives saved, lives stabilised, beliefs re-
examined, practices changed, and communities better equipped to support people
navigating complex identities.

Sustaining this impact requires continuity. Ongoing financial support enables ABBI to plan
long-term, respond responsibly to emerging needs, and continue pioneering work in areas
that remain contested or misunderstood.

Monthly supporters provide essential stability, while one-off contributions and community
fundraising also play an important role.

Together, we ensure this work does not simply exist, but endures—so more people discover
they are not alone, not broken, and not beyond hope. This is legacy work, and its future
depends on those who choose to invest in change that lasts.

There are many ways to support ABBI's work, including Facebook Birthday Fundraisers and
becoming a CrowdRaiser as part of the #ABBIfamily. You can explore all options HERE.

Together, we can ensure more people discover they are not alone, not broken, and not
beyond hope. If you have any questions, please email me at info@abbi.org.au

Anthony Venn-Brown OAM

Founder and CEO

Ambassadors & Bridge Builders International
anthony@abbi.org.au +61 416 015 231
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I ABBI Board I

A special “thank you” must go to....

Firstly, to our wonderful and faithful
supporters who have committed from $20
through to $300 and even $500 per month.

Some have been with us since ABBI was
founded®. Without them, the doors would
have closed years ago.

And then, of course, the people who donated
to our special appeals, like my Facebook
birthday fundraiser and GiveOut Day, some
$1000 and one person $2000W.

A huge thank you to the ABBI Board.

President Derek Bell, our ever-faithful

Anthony Venn-Brown OAM
Secretary Tim Daly, and our new Treasurer, Founder & CEO

John Foley, together with board members Ambassadors & Bridge Builders International
Tony Rowe, Marguerite Foxon, Anthony
Barbara, Nicole Conner, and Aaron Kelly.

Your generosity of time, insight, and care
strengthens ABBI's work and makes its long-
term impact possible.

Your support, encouragement, and thoughtful
feedback are sincerely appreciated.
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