ANTHONY VENN-BROWN OAM

Speaker, trainer, consultant, and founder of
Ambassadors & Bridge Builders International (ABBI)

Anthony’s journey spans a range of Christian traditions, including traditional
Anglicanism, Evangelicalism, and Pentecostalism. He pioneered churches and founded
Youth Alive NSW, but he is perhaps best known as a prominent leader in the
Assemblies of God and a popular preacher in Australia’s burgeoning megachurches of
the 1980s. As an evangelist and founder of Every Believer Evangelism, he dedicated
himself to training and conducting crusades across Australia and beyond. Now, as an openly gay man, Anthony
continues to contribute to the church by providing education and respectful dialogues among Christian leaders,
organisations, churches and denominations about LGBTQ issues.

“Anthony VVenn-Brown is a pioneer, leader and educator on the number one issue facing Christians today;
faith and sexuality. Anthony has an ability to work wisely with the tensions at this critical cross-road in the life
of the Australian Church and his approach has been welcomed not only in the Church but also the LGBT
community. His unique insights are showing us a new way forward. Anthony’s professionalism, compassion,
and courage have always impressed me.”

Rev Michael Hercock
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“I can highly recommend Anthony Venn-Brown from Ambassadors & Bridge Builders International. Speaking
on the emotionally charged topic of homosexuality in a Bible College setting is not an easy task! However,
Anthony handled himself with humility and authenticity — and without the slightest hint of defensiveness or
judgment. Anthony has the unique ability to open up avenues of dialogue and honest conversations in even
the most hostile situations, all the while responding to students with respect and a self-depreciating
humour. He truly is a ‘bridge builder’ within the kingdom of God.”

Lynn Moresi - Speaker / Lecturer / Spiritual Director / Professional Pastoral Supervisor/ former Adjunct

Lecturer — Tabor Victoria
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“I have known and respected Anthony Venn-Brown for several years, and would highly commend him as a
man of integrity, who has done the relevant research, is an excellent communicator, and, especially in this
area, has ‘been there’... Anthony’s book is well-written, a ‘must-read’ for all Christians, especially Christian
leaders. It’s confronting, occasionally (appropriately) explicit, irenic, sad, honest, and well-researched.
There’s a commendable integrity about his approach.”

Rev Dr Rowland Croucher is a well-known theologian, international speaker, best-selling author and

director of John Mark Ministries.
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“The issue of LGBTI people is one of the most serious issues facing the modern-day church. Right now it
appears that much of the church and the gay community have dug down into opposite trenches and are
taking shots at each other. | propose a ceasefire — and | believe the church needs to take the initiative on
this. It’s time for peace talks, getting to know people rather than dealing with issues from a place of distant
ignorance. Anthony Venn-Brown has a great deal of experience and insight that can help you at least begin a
journey of understanding, compassion and grace.”

Rob Buckingham, Senior Minister, Bayside Church, Melbourne
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“l served as the Secretary General of the World Alliance of YMCAs from 2011 to 2018. One of the significant
challenges during my tenure was addressing the LGBT issue, which had the potential to create division
within the organization. As an ordained minister of the Lutheran Church of Norway, | was deeply committed
to advocating for justice and full dignity for all our LGBT members. Upon taking office in early 2011, | initiated
a process aimed at guiding the organization toward a transparent and constructive resolution.



Rather than engaging in public discourse marked by heated and hurtful debates—common in many
organizations at the time—the General Assembly of the global YMCA appointed a diverse group of
representatives from various regions and perspectives. Their mandate was to work privately on these
sensitive issues and propose solutions for the next General Assembly.

| had the privilege of knowing Anthony Venn-Brown from Australia personally, and | believed he would be the
ideal facilitator for this challenging process.

As a member of this Safe Space group, | witnessed firsthand how effectively Anthony facilitated discussions.
Participants, representing a wide range of backgrounds, felt at ease under his guidance. The process
unfolded with moments of smiles, laughter, and deep emotional engagement, all thanks to Anthony’s
exceptional skills and values.

After three full days of intensive work, the group had established its methodology and built trust and
confidence, setting the stage for a remarkable outcome just a few years later.”
Rev Johan Vilhelm Eltvik. Past CEO and Secretary General World Alliance of YMCAs
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“Anthony approaches his advocacy and leadership work with extreme care and concern for the parties he’s
working with. He understands the sensitivities of people who are coming from different backgrounds,
mindsets, and worldviews. | consistently see Anthony investing in others. He is a guide, | highly recommend
working with Anthony for speaking, coaching, and consulting.”

Ross Murray, Vice President, GLAAD Media Institute, New York USA
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“Anthony presented a compelling, powerful, and surprisingly hilarious keynote at our LGBTQIA+ Leadership
and Allyship Summit in Sydney. Not only was he the equal top-rated speaker for the event, he tackled a
deeply personal but also potentially inflammatory topic within the community, the nexus of sexuality and
faith. Where many in the room may have had negative past experiences, triggers and even hostility to the
topic, Anthony deftly approached the idea of reconciliation and how to create new narratives for a future
harmony, and had us all chuckling in the process. Thank you Anthony!”

Dr Paul Mumme, Leadership Portfolio Director (He/Him), The Hatchery - Connecting people with

knowledge to inspire change
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“Anthony is one of the most effective, compassionate and strategic facilitators in the world around
conversations related to faith, diversity, equity and inclusion — especially related to LGBTQ identifies
individuals and communities. He was able to lay a foundation of safety, non-judgement and empathy at a
table filled with YMCA leaders from around the world on one of the most challenging topics our global
movement faces. This made possible an historic step forward towards inclusion for all across the World
YMCA movement.’

Chad Nico Hiu,Director, Diversity & Inclusion, YMCA OF THE USA
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“As a Pentecostal Minister in a thriving mega church, | had a growing suspicion and gnawing doubt about
the treatment and marginalisation of LGBTIQ people by the wider church. Anthony was an angel. | look back
at my ignorance and blundering questions — he helped clarify so many things with grace and without
judgement. Today | would count him as my dear friend. His book, “A Life of Unlearning” is a must read for
anyone serious about research and education in the area of sexuality and conversations about LGBTIQ.
Matters such as this are often discussed in a clinical and uninformed manner. Stories like Anthony’s make
an important personal contribution to gaining understanding of who we are as human beings created in the
image of God.’

Nicole Conner, Writer & Blogger
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For further information, email info@abbi.org.au
www.abbi.org
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