
ANTHONY VENN-BROWN OAM 
LGBTQ speaker, author and founder of 

Ambassadors & Bridge Builders International (ABBI) 
Anthony has a lifelong history as a powerful and natural communicator. His 
presentations are informative and inspiring, interspersed with a natural sense of 
humour. Audiences quickly realise Anthony’s credibility comes from not only 
being knowledgeable and well researched about the LGBTQ community,  
experience and history, but also a profound personal experience. He has 
presented at a variety of conferences around Australia, the UK, USA and Asia. 

 
Endorsements 
 
“Anthony presented a compelling, powerful, and surprisingly hilarious keynote at our LGBTQIA+ Leadership and Allyship 
Summit in Sydney. Not only was he the equal top-rated speaker for the event, he tackled a deeply personal but also 
potentially inflammatory topic within the community, the nexus of sexuality and faith. Where many in the room may 
have had negative past experiences, triggers and even hostility to the topic, Anthony deftly approached the idea of 
reconciliation and how to create new narratives for a future harmony, and had us all chuckling in the process.” 
Dr Paul Mumme 
Leadership Portfolio Director (He/Him), The Hatchery - Connecting people with knowledge to inspire change   

******************** 
“Anthony approaches his advocacy and leadership work with extreme care and concern for the parties he’s working with. 
He understands the sensitivities of people who are coming from different backgrounds, mindsets, and worldviews. He 
has been honest with others about the ways in which he’s struggled, turning those into learning opportunities for others. 
I consistently see Anthony investing in others, helping them to succeed and celebrating their wins with them. He is a 
guide, helping people discover and move into their own potential. I highly recommend working with Anthony for 
speaking, coaching, and consulting.” 
Ross Murray. Vice President, GLAAD Media Institute, New York USA 

******************** 
‘I heard Anthony Venn-Brown speak at the Human Rights Conference for Sydney World Pride. The audience loved him. 
His honesty in detailing his struggles and triumphs connects with the audience on an emotional level, and one which 
engages those listening.’ 
Manda Hatter 
Founder ABC Pride at Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) – Gold Employer, Australian LGBTQ Inclusion Awards, 
Deloitte’s 50 Outstanding LGBTI Leaders (2018), Former President of Dykes on Bikes (2014 – 2016) – winner of ACON’s 
Community Organisation Award 2015 

WATCH THE 7-MINUTE PRESENTATION HERE 
******************** 

“Anthony Venn-Brown is an exceptional speaker and advocate for the LGBT community. His eloquence and passion 
captivate audiences, leaving a lasting impact. Beyond his presentations, he actively engages with individuals and 
organizations to create safe spaces and support networks. His dedication has transformed lives and contributed to a 
more inclusive society. Anthony’s genuine empathy and compassion set him apart, as he connects with people on a 
personal level, offering support and encouragement. His powerful voice, compassionate nature, and tireless advocacy 
make him a beacon of hope for a more accepting world. I would recommend him for anyone looking for an engaging and 
inclusive guest speaker. “ 
Steph Sands, Head of Diversity and Inclusion, Capgemini Australia - LGBTQ+ Employer of the Year (2021, 2022), 
Australian OUT role model of the year 2021, Former Co-chair of Mardi Gras and recipient of ACON’s Community Hero 
Award (2015) 

******************** 
“As a speaker, Anthony Venn-Brown has the trifecta and more. He has knowledge, life experience, and wisdom, plus 
decades of speaking to large audiences. Peppered with his humour and deep insights, audiences remain with him from 
the beginning to the end. All this was clearly demonstrated when he spoke at the recent Human Rights Conference 
during Sydney World Pride. We are grateful for his contribution.” 
Kate Wickett, CEO of Sydney World Pride 2023, Former Co-Chair Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras (2017-2021) 

******************** 

https://www.abbi.org.au/2023/03/sydney-world-pride/


“Anthony Venn-Brown is a respected LGBTQIA+ community leader and pioneer. Anthony lived half his life as a closeted, 
popular preacher. The other half as an out, proud gay man and conversion “therapy” survivor.  Anthony is an extremely 
self-aware master storyteller who draws on his diverse life experiences to build great empathy with his audiences - 
young and old, spiritual and secular, academic and those with lived experiences and trauma-based knowledge. His 
decades long advocacy and authorship has impacted thousands struggling with life’s many conflicts. Anthony is uniquely 
positioned as an LGBTQIA+ veteran and community scholar with many intriguing stories to tell.” 
Paul Savage, Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras Lifetime Achievement Award 2023, Former Regional Director, 
AsiaPacific InterPride (2017-2019), Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras Co-Chair  (2013-2015) 

******************** 
“A number of things stand out about Anthony Venn-Brown. Firstly, his rich life experience. Secondly his ability to engage 
with a variety of audiences from large groups to smaller workshops as well as welcoming and sometimes, the not so 
welcoming audiences. Very few have the latter gift. Put this together with Anthony’s years of experience as a 
communicator, and you have an interesting, entertaining, inspiring and dynamic speaker. He comes highly 
recommended.” 
Ro Allen, Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commissioner 

******************** 
“If you’re looking for an inspirational, funny and yet deeply personal speaker - Anthony is your man.  He has the 
wonderful ability to make you both laugh and cry, but perhaps most importantly, you’ll find yourself reflecting for some 
time afterwards on what he has said.” 
Jayne Ozanne (UK), Author of Just Love – a journey of self-acceptance, Founding Director, Global Interfaith Commission 
on LGBT+ Lives 

******************** 
“Anthony Venn-Brown has incredible experience and connections with LGBTIQ+ people and communities. His dynamic 
communication style and the richness of the topics that he can speak to is refreshing, inspiring and engaging. I am 
always mesmerised when I listen to Anthony speak and the generosity of what he shares with his audiences.” 
Nicky Bath, CEO LGBTI Health Australia 

******************** 
“Anthony’s life has been a journey that encompasses the experiences of many gay men in one lifetime.  He has been a 
keynote speaker at The Better Together National LGBTIQ+ Conference on multiple occasions, inspiring people with his 
honest, frank and inspiring messages.  I personally have been encouraged and inspired by the way Anthony conveys his 
stories. They promote understanding and empathy towards LGBTIQA+ persons. If you want to experience history in the 
flesh, experience Anthony. He is a champion of our communities.” 
Jason Tuazon-McCheyne, CEO, The Equality Project® 

 
******************** 

“Anthony spoke to High School students at our annual Human Rights Summit with grace and great intelligence. He 
captivated the audience with his life story and allowed them to consider a fresh perspective on LGBT rights and LGBT-
Christian dialogue. Anthony was a pleasure to host, and we highly recommend him. “ 
Amos Washington, Education Director, UN Youth SA 

 
******************** 

Anthony is available for: 
 

• LGBTQ+ & ally events 

• Dinners 

• Schools 

• Corporate and special 
events 

• LGBTQ+ conferences 

• Human Rights Conferences 

• LGBTQ+ Religious and 
Interfaith Conferences 

• Mental Health Professional 
Conferences 

• Diversity and Inclusion 
Conferences 

• Religious Conferences 

• Personal Development 
Conferences

 
For further information, email info@abbi.org.au 

www.abbi.org 

mailto:info@abbi.org.au
http://www.abbi.org/

